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at the same time it must not be more than that because
credit would only be given for 500 kilometres. The
turning points had to be well established to enable the
Geodetic Survey to certify the exact length of the run.
Finally, they must be conveniently located and easily
visible to the pilot of the ship, so that he could fly with
the minimum amount of deviation from the course
and make as close turns round the points as possible.
Captain Sergievsky, the test pilot of the organiza-
tion, finally established the following course: A start
over Stratford lighthouse, Connecticut, and turns
round the western pylon at George Washington
Bridge, New Jersey; the lighthouse on Staten Island,
New York; Fire Island lighthouse on Long Island,
New York; N.W. Cape on Block Island, Rhode Island;
Point Judith lighthouse, Rhode Island; and back to
Stratford lighthouse. The course was certified to be
a fraction of one mile over 500 kilometres (311 miles),
or almost exactly what was needed.
Late in July we made a preliminary run with the
Clipper round these points. The weather was clear.
We did not investigate in detail the direction and force
of the wind, because for a preliminary test along a
closed course this was not particularly important- As
long as this was an unofficial flight for our own in-
formation, observers on board the plane did the timing*
We took off, crossed the line over Stratford lighthouse
at about 3,000 feet, and went towards the next turning
point. To tell the truth, I was quite worried during
the first quarter of an hour of this flight. We were
going slow, far below what was expected. Of course,
I hoped that this might be a strong head wind, but
while on the ground before the start, I could not see